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LEGACY S UPPORTS  C AR D IAC 
CAR E  AT  AS ANT E  AS HLAND
One family’s legacy has improved comfort and reduced risk for cardiac 
patients at Asante Ashland Community Hospital

PL AN FOR THE FUTURE: Your impact is amplified when you 
make a charitable plan to support Ashland Community Hospital 
Foundation. Learn more at achfoundation.myplannedgift.org

THANKS TO THE GENEROSITY 
of the Elmer C. Biegel Family Memorial Foun-
dation, Asante Ashland recently purchased 
a new echocardiogram bed and two state-of-
the-art electrocardiogram (EKG) machines. 
These machines upgrade imaging speed and 
quality while enhancing patients’ hospital 
experience. 

Asante Ashland received these funds through 
the thoughtful planning of Margaret Biegel, a 
longtime hospital volunteer who established a 
family foundation in memory of her husband 
Elmer, a member of the hospital governing 
board in 1958. Margaret passed away in 2000, 
but her foresight has bestowed funds for more 
than 15 years to the foundation. 

Today, patients and staff alike are benefiting 
from the new echocardiogram bed. According 
to echocardiographer Michelle Weymouth, 
the enhanced design is more comfortable for 
patients and puts them at ease while aiding in 

staff’s efficiency to get high-quality images of 
the heart from a variety of angles. 

Quick results ensuring critical care, comes 
from two new EKG machines for the hospital’s 
emergency department and intensive care 
unit. The state-of-the-art models yield faster 
testing and better images.

Since 2002 the Foundation has received more 
than $257,120 from the Biegel Family Memo-
rial Foundation to support cardiac and cancer 
care at Asante Ashland.

Giving to Ashland Community Hospital Foun-
dation in perpetuity keeps memories alive and 
instills financial planning with new meaning. 
Bequests such as the Biegel’s may express grat-
itude for hospital treatment and therapies or 
may uphold a mission to combat and prevent 
conditions that affect loved ones. By including 
Asante Ashland in your will or trust you too 
can make a lasting impact on the health of our 
community.

Inspirations
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LETTER FROM  TH E 
PRESIDENT
On September 6th, I had the honor of presiding over the dedication 
of the Evans Family Comfort Room at Asante Ashland Community 
Hospital. This was the culmination of a “labor of love” led by an enthu-
siastic group of Foundation and hospital staff committed to creating a 
space for patients, who are near the end of life and not able to leave the 
hospital. Soothing colors and lighting, a beautiful headwall, a hand-
made quilt on the bed, a nook for family photos, and comfortable 
seating for loved ones gathering to say good-bye make this room very 
special.

The initial gift to create the room was donated as part of the bequest 
the Foundation received from the Ruth Evans estate. Ruth, a retired 
registered nurse, understood the importance of excellent patient care 
and was a champion of both our hospital and local nursing students 
for many years. When Ruth’s daughters, Peg and Barb, learned about 
the comfort room project, they knew their beloved mother would have 
wanted to support it.

The Comfort Room project also appealed to Margie Lininger, a devoted 
member of our Foundation Board. After her husband, Gregg Lininger 
passed away at the hospital, Margie asked family and friends to donate 
to this project in honor of Gregg. The Foundation received numerous 
contributions in loving memory of Gregg from people in Ashland, 
Jackson County, and around the state.

As I enter the final quarter of my two-year term as Foundation Board 
President, I want to thank everyone who has contributed to the success 
of our Foundation over the years. As we continue our work “to inspire 
philanthropy to enhance Asante Ashland Community Hospital ser-
vices,” I trust we have offered projects and programs that have provided 
you with meaningful opportunities to support the excellence of your 
local community hospital. Please be assured your gifts have truly made 
a difference for our patients, their families, and our community.  

Sincerely, 

J OY  DOBSON WAY, R.N. ,  MSN (RETIRED)
BOA RD PRESIDENT,  2017 & 2018

EVANS NURSING SCHOLARSHIP 
AWARD BREAKS NEW RECORD
The Evans’ legacy of helping nurses lives on
Seventeen nursing students enrolled in the nursing 
program at Oregon Health Science University (OHSU) 
(Ashland Campus) and Rogue Community College 
(RCC) received a record-setting $98,000 in financial 
assistance for the 2018-2019 school year from the 
William G. and Ruth T. Evans Endowed Nursing Schol-
arship. An additional sixteen students in the Rogue 
Community College Practical Nursing program are 
scheduled to receive $6,936 to cover their licensing and 
exam fees.

Established by Ruth in 2002, the scholarship provides 
for students in the nursing program at RCC and OHSU 
in Ashland who intend to work in the Rogue Valley 
after graduation. Ruth was concerned about the short-
age of nurses and knew she wanted to make an impact 
on the future of healthcare in the Rogue Valley.

“Nursing school is difficult and expensive, and becom-
ing more expensive every year,” says Brandon Nelson, 
an RCC nursing student and scholarship recipient. 
“The stress drained away when I realized this award will 
ease the burden of my tuition and allow me to focus on 
my studies. 

In 2013 Ruth passed away and left over 2.5 million 
dollars to the Ashland Community Hospital Founda-
tion through her estate. Since 2002, 242 scholarships 
have been awarded to 187 students. The value of those 
scholarships is in excess of $556,600. 

“Ruth Evans and her family have changed nursing 
education in the Rogue Valley,” says Margie Lininger, 
scholarship selection committee chair.  “Now dedicated 
men and women can pursue their careers with confi-
dence because the Evans Nursing Scholarships support 
their study.”

L-R: Margaret Evans, Margie Lininger, 
Joy Dobson Way, Barb Evans, Sheila Clough

L-R: Jessica Hoppe, Helen Danson, Makena Totushek, Connie Koenig, 
Liz Galvan, Katherine Carlson, Marissa Sheldon, Michelle Benitez, 
Ann Holly Cannon, Kiersten Gaskin, Leelynn Loessi, KC Mahony, 

Arika Ledesma.   Not pictured: Brandon Nelson, Luis Ayala Rangel, 
Brittany Jones, Lindsay Vermillion
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MAKE THE SEASON BRIGHTER: 
Shine a light for someone special. 
Call Stephanie Roland at 541-201-4019.   
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L IG H TS  FO R LI FE 
CO MMU NITY 

PA RT NE RS 
Join us in recognizing the Lights for Life 

Community Partners for 2018

GIV E  BACK 
W E D NES DAYS  
Ashland Com-
munity Hospital 
Foundation is a 
grateful recipi-
ent of Give Back 
Wednesdays this 
holiday season, 
an initiative coor-
dinated by the Ashland Chamber of Commerce. 
Participating businesses will make contributions 
to local nonprofits based on sales or profits on 
three Wednesdays this holiday season.

For a complete list of participating businesses 
visit ashlandchamber.com/livelocal

November 28th ACH Foundation

December 5th Ashland Emergency Food Bank

December 12th Ashland Schools Foundation

LIGHTING THE WAY
Fortmiller family still ‘paying back’

THE FORTMILLER FAMILY TR ADITION of supporting the 
Ashland community, including their local hospital has continued to shine 
brightly, long after the Fortmiller Department Store left the downtown 
Plaza. The store was founded in 1935 by Charles Fortmiller and son Dave 
took over management in the 1950s. Decades of doing business in Ashland 
instilled in the family a tradition of giving back.

Dave and Gladys Fortmiller began their support of the Ashland Commu-
nity Hospital Foundation in 1979 and were one of the first to contribute 
to Lights for Life, which was established in 1987, as a way to honor and 
remember loved ones, celebrate milestones and express gratitude during the 
holiday season. 

Lights for Life is dear to Gladys 
who has nurtured in her chil-
dren and grandchildren the 
tradition of giving. Over the 
past three decades, numerous 
lights on the Foundation’s trees 
have stood for the Fortmillers’ 
philanthropy. 

“We’ve always had this culture 
of giving of yourself,” said Dana 
Preston, the granddaughter 
of Gladys and the late Dave 
Fortmiller. “It means something 
a little different to everyone, but we recognize it as one of our most import-
ant values,” shared Dana, membership and business-development director 
for the Ashland Chamber of Commerce. “Whether it’s giving of our time, 
resources or giving of our service.”

Dana notes her grandfather, was passionate about the hospital and Founda-
tion. 

“A great outpouring of donations” followed Dave’s death in 2011 at age 87 
and Gladys specified the Foundation as recipient of gifts in her husband’s 
memory, honoring his legacy of “paying back to Ashland.”

Now 91, Gladys remains active. Never one to seek out recognition, Gladys 
has volunteered her time and financial resources over the years toward many 
state and local causes, from political committees to theater companies, said 
Dana. 

Modestly maintaining she’s not a “huge donor,” Gladys said she typically 
pledges $100 to $200 toward one more twinkle of color on each Lights for 
Life tree. 

“I’m always surprised to hear how much we’ve given over the years,” she said. 
“It doesn’t matter how much you give. It all adds up and makes a difference.” 

If you would like to join the Fortmiller Family in making a Lights for Life 
donation, your tax-deductible gift will be symbolized with a light on a com-
munity tree in Ashland and in Talent. Those honored will receive a Lights for 
Life holiday card. You and your honorees will be recognized in the Ashland 
Daily Tidings and Medford Mail Tribune in December, and the Ashland 
Sneak Preview and Talent News & Review in January, unless you choose to 
be anonymous. 

Tony & Donna Mozingo
Brandt Cullen, DDS & Erik Hill, DDS

Robby & Danette Harfst, Harfst & Associates
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VISION. Our vision is to inspire philanthropy 
to enhance Asante Ashland Community 
Hospital services.

MISSION. Our mission is to solicit, steward 
and grant funds to support Asante Ashland 
Community Hospital.
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T HANK  YOU!
JOIN US IN THANKING the local businesses who 
supported the hospital and Foundation this past year through 
benefit events. Proceeds from these events went to support 
patient care initiatives, the Innovation Fund and the Family 
Birth Center.


